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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:   
 

EPISCATHLUTHABAPTERIAN NEWS  

Vol. 19   

No. 5 

May 

2013 

 Greetings from your local pastoral representative of the         

Episcathluthabapterian Church. We are not non-denominational. We are 

poly-multi-hyper-denominational. You got a name brand religion? Well, 

let’s get together and say we agree on everything and that’ll be a Chris-

tian witness to an insane pagan world in the 21st century.  We can create 

unity in the Lord. 
 

 You  can  NOT   create  unity  in  the  Lord!!!  Sorry, that job has 

already been taken care of by Jesus in John 17:20-23.  Unity has been 

pronounced.  If we don’t experience that as a reality in our ministries, it 

simply means that we are not yet responding to Jesus’ High Priestly 

Prayer.  I would hate to think that Jesus’ prayers are not working because 

of my obstinacy. 
 

 Most mainline church leaders are in a full-blown linear panic   

because we have been hijacked by Cultural Christianity.  It has been 

about three decades now of intense gospel peroxide-and-hairspray       

dependency.  Instead of standing up against the paragons of Cultural 

Christianity (if you’re so great, Mr. Smiley, why’r’ntcha down at Ben 

Taub ER on Friday night, cause I never see you there) we have admired 

their success and tried to copy their marketing strategies.  We are busier 

than an octopus on roller skates with seminars, commissions, and assem-

blies trying to tease out the real reason for their success. Plain and sim-

ple? Greed and Wally World Marketing. 
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 Televangelists, I prefer to call them Electrobaals, number 2,500 

on 900 Christian television stations. TBN, Trinity Broadcasting Network, 

has more than 530 affiliated stations.  The whole bunch takes in 5 billion 

bucks annually, largely untaxed and completely unregulated as an indus-

try.  The donor pool numbers over 5 million, 60% elderly, 30% desperate 

and 10% looking for spiritual justification with big bucks indulgences. 
 

 The overhead for the news format is low.  You don’t have to 

break the bank for fancy sets and movie stars.  Just a nice desk and a  

couple of attractive talking heads, and maybe a clown or two streaking 

makeup with tears and you got yourself a milkin’ cow, a real money-

maker.  Deja moo------I think I’ve heard this bull before.  News enter-

tainment flourishes because it has lower production costs, not because it 

is real.  The cheap trinkets slot is always empty on their spiritual vending 

machine.  What I can’t understand is why we want to compete or associ-

ate with the media driven Electrobaals. 
 

 In the 90’s and subsequent 00’s, everybody wanted to clone the 

perfect mega-church in the style of the now bankrupt Crystal Cathedral.  

The inherent insincerity of the effort expended to do such a thing made it 

not happen.  There was only one First Bisagno Full Service Church.       

If you didn’t like bowling there, you’d just have to find a normal AMF   

alley like the rest of the religious proletariat.  Sheesh….Brentwood even 

had a McDonald’s.  “Gimme a Holy Ghost McDouble, Sonny Fries and a 

Diet Jehovah and SuperSize it!” 
 

 Mainline denominations thinking themselves canny and cunning 

consumed huge amounts of energy by convening huge commissions 

making grandiose claims of unity with those with whom we are already 

unified.  Like, c’mon dude….don’t try to sell me something that’s       

already mine. Here’s an important news flash for the Great Ecumenical 

Unifiers of Christendom…..There is nothing faintly resembling ecumen-

ism in representatives of two different Christian denominations talking 

with each other or sharing in ministry together.  That is simply two mem-

bers of the same family, the Body of Christ, acting like they should, no 

big deal.  
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...///… Bergy’s Babble:  EPISCATHLUTHABAPTERIAN NEWS  
 

The mainline churches look for all the world like small furry mammals in 

the Jurassic, huddling in fear of the great electronic Tyrannosaurus,  

Electrobaal.  We need to start doing ministry out there where the busses 

don’t run!  Ecumenism is finding someone who doesn’t even come close 

to Christianity, and finding common ground with them for service to 

God’s Universe instead of trying with Superior Tolerance to find a com-

mon thread and announce Equality. 
 

Over Spring Break, Candy and I got to revisit one of the more 

amazing sights that we enjoy.  It is a grove of trees along the Eagle River 

near Gypsum, Colorado, right next to Interstate 70.  Peacefully nesting 

together in those trees is a mixed rookery of Blue Herons and Buzzards.  

Sure, they fuss a little, and call each other names, and there are boundary 

lines drawn from branch to branch, but every morning they get up and go 

to work feeding their respective families and cleaning up their world. 
 

The herons clean the river.  The buzzards clean the highway.   

Together they make the environment much more pleasant for many other 

species as well, simply doing what they love and do best in their ecologi-

cal niche. Only one caveat….don’t stand directly under the tree to       

observe their activities. 
  

 Draw your own conclusion. This Episcathluthabapterian has been 

raving too long.  I’ve already broken the rule that says, “Never miss a 

good chance to shut up.” 
 

 By the way, how many fundamentalist parochial school Lutheran 

children does it take to change a light bulb?   Three. 
 

 One to ask his Mom for the instruction manual.  One to grab a 

screwdriver and bzzzzzt! And the third to realize electric shock isn’t   

covered in the science unit ‘cause it isn’t in the Bible. 
 

 Finally, how many Amish does it take to change a light bulb? 

 Light bulb? 
 

 See you in worship……………………Bergy. 
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HCLC COUNCIL MINUTES 

APRIL 21, 2013 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:35.  Present at the meeting were 

John Stokes, Wayne Schaper, Wendy Lambeth, Pastor Jhon, Alvin 

Garza, Nancy Beamesderfer, Mike Appling, Warren Schick, Fredda 

Yurk, Suzan Cook and Pastor Jim Berggren.  AIM Karen was absent.  

Guests were outgoing council members Sharon Wagner and Sandra Wil-

liams.   

Lenten services went very well.   

The oven was not able to be repaired and so a new oven was         

purchased. Many thanks to Alan Lambeth and Sheldon Urwitz for 

installing it in time for its use for the Easter breakfast.   

Spring Branch ISD will use space at HCLC from April 29 to May 07 

for early voting.   

Council spent much of its time discussing the results of the congrega-

tional surveys with more discussion to follow, after we receive more 

input from the congregation.   

The next council meeting will be on May 19.   
 

Meeting adjourned at 1:15.  
 

Wendy Lambeth, president 

SERVICE TIME 
 

The Church Council needs to know your preference concerning worship 

times.  Would you like to worship at 9:00 a.m. or would it be more con-

venient at 9:30 a.m.?   
 

On Sunday, May 12th, Mother’s Day, we will ask for your response.       

If you can’t be here that day, please pick up your one-question-survey 

before May 12th, at the church office.  
  

Which worship time would work best for you?  9:00 or 9:30? 
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF NEWS 
  

We have completed another year of making quilts and various kits for 

Lutheran World Relief.  On April 1st, 2013, Gloria McGarvey, Frances 

Duncan, and I loaded 21 boxes of various kits onto Monte Peden's pickup 

truck and Monte kindly delivered them to Epiphany Lutheran  for 

us.  Thank you and praise go to Monte for donating his time and truck to 

this.  
  

We loaded 50 quilts, 48 school kits, 7 personal care kits, 41 baby care 

kits, and 5 fabric kits.  I wish to take this time to personally thank all who 

contributed to this effort. Special thanks go to the people mentioned 

above. They went beyond the normal mile for this project and I salute 

them.   

Joyce Pavelka 

 

OUR NEW HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH  

OFFICERS FOR 2013—2014 
 

President  Wendy Lambeth 

Vice-president  Alvin Garza 

Treasurer  Wayne Schaper 

Secretary  Suzan Cook 
 

Council 

  Mike Appling   Warren Schick  

  Nancy Beamesderfer  John Stokes 

  Alvin Garza   Fredda Yurk 
 

Nominating Committee 

  Marge Carroll   Sheldon Urwitz 

  Ricki Finstad   Stan Weiss 
 

Endowment Committee 

  Susan Giesecke 

  Bert Hungerford 
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WELCA NEWS!! 
 

 It is time for our Spring meeting!  All women of Holy Cross are          

invited!  Please come as we have LOTS of decisions to make! The pro-

gram starts at 10:00 a.m. in the Annex with our general meeting and 

budget discussions.  Some of the things the Board is recommending for 

consideration are: stipends to our youth to attend Luther Hill Summer 

Camp, plans for VBS, Bereavement meals, charitable donations, gifts to 

Holy Cross, how we can spread the news on Friday Night Lights, the 

Rummage Sale, and others!  We are a vibrant part of Holy Cross for  

worship, leadership, mentoring, Bible Study, volunteering and evangel-

ism —what are YOUR ideas and what do YOU think we should           

emphasize???? 
 

 Following the meeting will the election and installation of new 

officers to your WELCA Board.  A wonderful lunch will be provided and 

served to YOU by the Deborah Circle!  We are also encouraging each 

Circle to bring an example of the books they use for Bible Study so we 

can give each other new ideas and be sure YOUR needs for study are 

met.  And, we will provide information on all of the ministry projects we 

work on as a united team:  making layettes, the quilts, the Seafarer boxes, 

the  Christmas gift giving, the school packs, and others!  We are a busy 

and  productive group! 
 

 We have a super speaker planned - for after lunch!.  After a    

wonderful morning of fellowship and planning, we will leave revitalized,                

re-committed and re-energized to move Holy Cross forward! 

 

WELCA BOARD 
 

Please come Saturday, May 4, at 10:00 am.  We will be looking for you! 
 

Sandra Williams 
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will be meeting May 18th. Games will start at 3pm 

and Pot Luck supper will be served at 5pm. Our Host and Hostesses will 

be Stan Weiss (281-497-1791), Sandra Williams (713-984-8009), Marge 

Carroll (713-467-4757) and Natalie Hansen (713-463-5617). Please join 

us for some good fellowship, good food and a lot of fun. Our host/

hostesses will provide dessert so please bring your favorite covered dish 

to share.                                                                         Nancy Beamesderfer 

NEIGHBORHOOD CIRCLE # 4 
 

Will meet at the home of John Stokes on Sunday, May 19.   

The meeting will start at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Stan Crick 

The Alpha and Omega Neighborhood Circle will 

meet on Sunday May 5, 2013, at 5:00 p.m. at the 

59 Dinner at 10407 Katy Freeway. For more    

information contact Lucy Candler 713-460-2023. 

ALPHA & OMEGA  
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 Recently I've been looking back, remembering, reflecting, regret-

ting, re-experiencing, ... I guess this comes with age.  I really haven't 

wanted to admit this, but I guess I really am getting old.  I'm old!!  Well 

now, wait just a minute.  Actually, I'm not.  The years may have piled up 

on me, but I'm still my siblings' kid sister!  And always will be! 

 

 Funny thing about time.  It doesn't change.  Relationships of time 

don't change.  And what may seem an aeon in my eyes is merely a twin-

kling in the eyes of God.  So I remain His child.  Doesn't that feel a 

whole lot better?? 

 

 Sometimes this subject of age can weigh one down. Instead,    

focus on all the knowledge and experience you've stored away in your 

memory.  Talk it through.  Believe it or not, your Stephen Minister would 

welcome the opportunity to share these things with you.  I betcha I've got 

some of the same memories you do – and I love revisiting them.  Give us 

a chance to share.   

 

 Please contact either Pastor Berggren, AIM Davidson, or me to 

set up an interview.  We're here for you. 

 

 God’s blessing, 

 

 Marge Carroll 

 Stephen Ministry Coordinator 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

01 Jackson Lambeth 

02 Marge Carroll 

04 Carol Prokofieff  

05 Stephanie Walton 

06 Nannette Luker 

07 Dolores Abrego 

María García 

 08 Jadher Abad 

 10 Pat Hartfiel 

 Antonio López 

 11 Catalina Villegas 

 13 Socorro Samano 

15 Mario Torres 

16 LaVerna Wegner 

 Oscar Contreras 

17 John Massie 

 Bettie Baring 

18 Jhon Jairo Arroyave 

19      Jo Ann Wood 

22      Stacy Fuentes 

27 Al Raschke 

28 Carolyn Rothschild 

20 Michael González 

APRIL - 2013 

07   Mike & Kay Vaccaro 

14  Rose Marie Stork 

       Al & LaVerne Pivonka 

21  The Lambeth Family 

       Ann Larson 

28   Suzan Cook 
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READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL  

MAY 2013 

DATE 1st READING PSALM 2nd READING GOSPEL 

05/05/2013 Acts 16:9-15 67 Rev. 21:10, 22—22:5 John 5:1-9 

05/12/2013 Acts 16:16-34 97 Revelation 22:12-14, 

16-17, 20-21 

John 17:20-26 

05/19/2013 Genesis 11:1-9 104:24-34, 

35b 

Acts 2:1-21 John 14:8-17 

[25-27] 

05/26/2013 Proverbs 8:1-4, 

22-31 

8 5:1-5 John 16:12-15 

THANK YOU TO HOLY CROSS MEMBERS   

 

My sincere thanks to all who have been so kind and loving to me    

during my recent accident.   
 

The food, the flowers, cards, and calls, and your prayers,                   

helped so much!  God has truly blessed me as I continue to heal. 
 

God’s blessings to all. 
 

Betty Mooney. 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

MARCH 2013 
 

English Services: 120 
 

English Lenten Services:   

       12 noon = 37   /   7 p.m.  = 7 

English Maundy Thursday: 53 

English Good Friday:  42 
 

Spanish Services: 112  
 

Spanish Good Friday:  32   

 

CHURCH          

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Friday 

8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

 

Holy Cross  

Lutheran Church’s  

 E-MAIL address is:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers in the     

Narthex. Suggested donation  

is $45.00 and $10.00 for a rose. 

Remember in prayer the  

homebound, disabled, long-term ill,  

and prolonged recovering.  

Ella Brezina 

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris Anne Drosche 

Sig Ellerman 

Nancy Mendel 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Dorothy Storenski 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

Bill Alexander 

Ed Cooper 

Clarice Gross 

Carol Kirsch 

Alma Laubenberg 

Lois Massie 

Ed Peterman 

Walter Ruthstrom 

Glen Schwartz 

Kathleen Schwertlich 

José Vasquez 

Chris Wignes 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

MARCH 2013 
 

  Receipts     $ 33,304.00        

                    Expenses      32,102.45 

                    Balance       $  1,201.55   
Operational receipts                                                         

      year to date received   …….      $ 100,089.85       

Expenditures year to date  …….        104,551.98 

Balance                           ……   < $    4,462.13 > 

R E M E M B E R  I N  Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  

Prayer Chain   
If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer  

Request emails and would like to,          

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713)254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are sent 

out daily, so if you are on the email list 

and did not receive any email,                  

please contact Renee. 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Spring Branch 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran  Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr. — Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253    Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:      hclc@holycross.us 
 

Web Site:  www.holycross.us 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 email :  jberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor  
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Matthew Coffey                               Choir Director 

Cathy Elijah    Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

(713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Wendy Lambeth                                  President 

Alvin Garza                                      Vice President 

Suzan Cook                                             Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School :  10:30—11:15 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  10:30 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

11:30 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 


